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sequel. Under normal circumstances, I 
wouldn't have thought twice about do- 
ing it. But having talked with 
Matthew, I knew the Turtles were 
quite a phenomenon. So, I owe my in- 
terest in the Turtles to Matthew. When 
the deal came through, he couldn't be- 
lieve it. 

“I've turned down sequels gener- 
ally, because I didn’t want to do an- 
other sequel. But this one really 
piqued my interest. | went to see the 
first film, and I something in it 
that really turned me on, which was 
the characters of these Turtles. I found 
them really entertaining and special, 
and I thought there was a chance to do 
more with them in a sequel.” 


and their Ninja master, Splinter 
(again played by Kevin Cl 
e off once more with the evil Asian 
Shredder, who learns of the 
of a radioactive substance 
manufactu by Techno-Global 
h Industries—the very green 


I n Secret of the Ooze, the Turtles 


2” that, 15 years ago, gave 
Raphael, Donatello, Leon 
Michaelangelo and Splinter the 


man characteristics and aston 


powers. 


Elaborates Pressman: “Professor 
Jordon Perry, played by David 
Warner—a wonderful actor who con- 
tributed a lot to the film—works for 
TGRI, where he’s working with muta- 
tions. The big fear is that his secret 
ooze will get into the wrong hands— 
namely the Shredder’s. And, of course, 
it does. Shredder uses the ooze to cre- 
ate two new mutant creatures: Tokka, 
a snapping turtle, and Rahzar, a wolf, 
The references are Be-Bop and Rock 
Steady, two mutant, tough-guy ani- 
mals who work for the Shredder in the 
cartoons.” 


; 
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According to Pressman, 
Turtles II is “a story 
about friendship and 
loyalty.” Here, Splinter 
catches Keno’s (Ernie 
Reyes Jr.) attention. ' 


Some of the Turtles may have changed 
since the first film, but they still love 
their pizza. 


Among the changes in Turtles IJ are 
the casting of a new Shredder 
(Francois Chau), and a new April (All 
My Children’s Paige Turco—see 
STARLOG #166). The Turtles’ hockey- 
masked fighting companion, Casey 
Jones (played by Elias Koteas), has 
been dropped and replaced, in effect, 
by a new character named Keno (Ernie 
Reyes Jr., Donatello's stunt double in 
the first Turtles), a pizza delivery boy 
well-versed in martial arts, who joins 
forces with the pizza-munching four. 

Casey “sort of disappeared into the 
stratosphere,” Pressman admits. “I 


ly think Elias is great. In fact, 


I gave one of his first jobs in New 
York, ita TV movie. I had hoped he 
would be inthe sequel but there was 
no roo! a the storyline. It’s 
so much mé used on the Turtles, 


Splinter and Shredder, and we have 


the new creatures, It’s jam-packed. 
“I wasn _of that | casting 
search for thi v April], nor was. Ia 


part of the problems with Judith Hoag 
[April #1], so 1 really can’t say [what 
happened]. I never got the complete, 
straight story. I think Judith is terrific, 
and so is Paige. They're very different. 
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Paige is much straighter than Judith— 
Judith is much more offbeat; Curiously 
enough, it works in this movie, be- 
cause April has less to do this time 
around. In some respects, she’s the 
straight woman to these crazy Turtles. 
They're living in her new Soho loft." 

Considering the hassles involved in 
finding a new April—100 actresses 
were considered, and four sereen tests 
were made—why bring her back at 
all? “Because she’s the Turtles’ con- 
tact, she moves the story. Paige’s part 
isn’t as crucial as Judith’s in the first 
one, but she does play a very key role 


in terms of her being a news reporter 
and d 
myster 
love he 

Only the most attentive adoles: 
are likely to notice that Turtl 
tures two new Turtle voi Adam 
Carl as Donatello (replacing Corey 
Feldman) and Laurie 
(taking over for Jos ). 


bles Pais and David Forman are out, 
Mark Troum are in. 
Today, Faso, and original Turtles 


Brian Tochi (STARLOG #160) and 
Robbie Rist are looping lines for the 


She' 


film’s night club fight scene, improvi 
grunts and exc! 
. you dickhead,” 
they prepare 
and producer 


one of them blurts out 
for a take) for Pressm: 
David Chan. 

For added box-office/soundtrack 
album sales, red-hot rapper Vanill 
Ice has cameo in the film Yhat 
Pressman describes as “a singer in a 
club that the Turtles come brea 
into at the movie's end. He doesn’t 
have a speaking part, he’s just a singer 
in the Dockshore Club, His credit will 
probably read something like ‘Guy in 


club; Vanilla Ice.’ He's on e, and 
the whole pl 
cause the 
mutant cre 
start sin, ~ 
nan enjoyed the first film, 
ted by Steve Barron, but he 

questioned its murky tone. “I 
think that the style of the fi it 
eve took comic book ¢ " 
and put them into a very grilty, rea 


world. | am making a movie about a 
comic book world, with real 
characters. In e 


ncet ‘at the 
— 


